
Plant the Right Tree in the Right Place 

 

 

 
 
Knowing the type of soil, water 
needs, and eventual size of the tree 
will help you select the best tree for 
your yard. 
 

 

o Deciduous trees (trees that lose their leaves) will help cool your home in the summer and allow the 
sun to warm it in the winter. Planting the right tree in the right place can deliver up to 30% in 
summer energy savings. 
 

o Site your tree where the tree can grow to its full size. Plant at least 8 feet from sidewalks and 
driveways, 15 feet from home foundations and swimming pools, and 6 feet from fences. 

 
o If you plant more than one tree, make sure they are sited far enough apart to allow full growth of 

both trees. Trees should be placed 12 to 30 feet apart depending on their ultimate size.  
 

o For help selecting the right tree visit www.selectree.calpoly.edu. 
 
 

http://www.selectree.calpoly.edu/

